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Overview

» Importance of Ag Water Management
in SK (Drainage & Irrigation)

« Managed vs Unmanaged Landscapes
- Locally, Provincially, Nationally for fightingewer-

 Why This Matters? MANAGEMENT
« Collaboration & Extension - SK DEN ’

« Gaps
« OPPORTUNITIES - Program
Considerations & Enhancements

Whiskey is for
drinking; water is

() SaskFSA




Partner with government and requlators to
advance practical, winwin land and water
polieythat benefits farmers and the
environment.

Deliver field-validated economic and
agronomic analysis that demonstrates the
Importance of proper land and water
management

Engage, develop, and maintain positive
relationships with all stakeholdéngerested
in land and water management.

Be recognized as theleading source of
informatioron land and water management
practices and challenges in the province.

SaskFSA
®
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6—7% of Canada’s land base can produce food.
A large portion of that land sits right here in SK! PR

SASKATCHEWAN

~40% of CDN farmland Province Farmland Share of CDN

Acres Farmland
Saskatchewan ~38 M =~ 40%

Alberta ~20.7 M = 22%
Manitoba ~116-12M =12%

~24% annual cropland
~11% forage/pasture

i
-

~. ~T4% of foodacresin theprairies!
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Fun facts:
To put land use into perspective:
Saskatchewan~161 million acres
Manitoba~160 million acres total area

Agriculture is a major but not dominant land use
When people say “farmers are destroying nature, our wetlands, we need wetland restoration
Farmers operate within a balanced landscape - prairie landscapes contain significant natural systems
We need to also protect our AG zone. We know that responsible drainage will reduce RISK & VULNERBILITY
Province Wetlands Remaining Saskatchewan~86% intact (WSA)Manitoba (Prairie region)~70% remaining




SK Population Demographics

Farmers
2.5%

MB Population Demographics  AB Population Demographics

Farmers Farmers
2% 2% Rural
14%
Rural
Rural
4 34 .5%
0 26%

Urban
63%

Urban
72%

Urban
84%
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Farmers are a voting minority.
Saskatchewan
Farms: ~34,128
Farm operators: ~50,915
Population: ~1.18–1.22 million

Manitoba
Farms: ~21,775
Farm operators: ~31,000
Population: ~1.38–1.45 million



Cropland Topsoil Moisture Conditions
SK Soil Zones from June 24 to June 30, 2025 WSA Watershed Vulnerability Map
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have a very diverse landscape - agriculture zones are determined by topography and soil zone, and are influenced by climatic conditions
Look at the WSA watershed vulnerability map – which seems to overlay exactly on top of the ag zones.

Sustainability is defined as social, enviro, & economic.
We need to protect our “right to grow food”
Policy needs to be realistic, and relatable while providing the balance of food production, progressive business and a healthy landscape. 

Water management is one of the most effective ways to improve production and soil health while reducing vulnerability in watersheds, rural communities and our provincial and US neighbours. 






Where Does 2 Million Litres Go?

Canola Water Use in One Growing Season
(Per Acre — Saskatchewan Context)

Seasonal Crop Water Use (ET): 400-500 mm
= 1.6—2.0 million litres per acre

(Based on Saskatchewan evapotranspiration and erop water use data,)

HOWDOYOU
DEFINE e
AG WATER

MANAGEMENT?

Saturated / Poorly
Managed Conditions

Reduced Water
Productivity

Higher Proportion
of Water Supports Yield

e Restricted, stunted
root system

« Strong taproot

development
¢ Oxygenated root zone ¢ Oxygen deficiency

¢ Elevated disease
pressure

* Efficient nutrient uptake

* Lower disease pressure

v DRAINAGE

v IRRIGATION

v" WATER USE
EFFICIENCY

v" ORGANIC MATTER

=5
¢ Reductted risk
of rot diseases

¢ Strong taproot
development

* Oxygenated root zone * Stronger stem + tiller

growth

Typical Water Use Efficiency:
~5-10 kg seed per hectare per mm

(Equivalent to strong Prairie Wheat Production Systems)

A greater share of seasonal water
contributes directly to transpiration and grain filling.

Data Context:
* Co-Benefits of Properly Managed Water
= Supports nutrient retention
* Reduces GHG emissions

« Stabilizes yield, increasing per-acre efficiency.

(Based on Saskatchewan evapotranspiration and Prairie crop WUE research)

Where Does 1.6 Million Litres Go?

Wheat Water Use in One Growing Season
(Per Acre — Saskatchewan Context)

Seasonal Crop Water Use (ET): 350—450 mm
=~ 1.4—1.8 million litres per acre

(Based on Saskatchewan evapotranspiration and crop water use use data.)

Saturated / Poorly
Managed Conditions

< Managed Soil Water
) Conditions

Reduced Water
Productivity

Higher Proportion
of Water Supports Yield

o Deep: well-oxygenated e Restricted, shallow

root system root system
¢ Oxygen deficiency « Nitrogen lost via
o Increased risk of denitrification
fusarium e Increased risk of
fusarium

e Stronger stem +
tiller growth e Fluctuating tillers,
uneven heads

bkt

3!

e Typical Water Use ¢ Observed Outcome:
Efficiency: Reduced water use

efficiency and

* #1010 kg grain lower yield stability

per hectare per mm

Observed Outcome: Reduced water use efficiency
and lower yield stability

A smaller proportion of seasonal water
contributes to productive transpiration.

Data Context: —
» Co-Benefits of Properly Managed Water

* Supports nutrient retention
* Reduces GHG emissions
« Stabilizes yield, increasing per-acre efficiency.

(Based on Saskatchewan evapotranspiration and Prairie crop WUE research)

.THEVALUEOF 1%
ORGANIC MATTER

Each 1 % of Organic Material contains:
10,000 Ibs. of C @ $4 / ton = $20
1,000 Ibs. of N@ $.50 / LB = $500
100 lbs. of P@ $.70 / LB =S70
100 Ibs. of K@ $.40 / LB = $40
100 Ibs. of S@ $.50 / LB = $50
.3”- 1" of H20

Using average fertilizer prices
that’s about $680!

Every 1% increase in OM raises soil’s
water-holding capacity by as much as
27,000 gallons per acre

(Ohio State University- 2014)
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4 R Nutrient stewardship.


s Bl & Crop vigor, stress,
@ uniformity, disease,
yield

Soil / microbe health
Water use efficiency
Nutrient use efficiency
Weed pressure,
control, resistance
Overlap / lost crop
Inputs

Time, equipment
efficiency, repairs o
GHG / carbon footprlnt -E_,

Ca
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We are going to talk a lot about this today… 
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Let’s talk economics…

The yield map agrees
CONSISTENT YIELD FROM END TO END, few areas that were drowned out





v" AG ECO ZONE'

This s the same field, AI?RIL 2024. This field is a typical, fully managed fleld in the
”fPR It is managed W|thrdra|na e to support sustainable crop production. It is .
g g PP PP &) r‘} . {

IMPORTANT TO NOTE that drainage management provides flood control, spring #BESTWHENMANAGER‘

ground water recharge and seasonal mlgratory habitat. 2 i,
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This is the same field, APRIL 2024. This field is a typical, fully managed field in the PPR. It is managed with drainage to support resilient crop production. 
IMPORTANT TO NOTE this is a fully managed field that provides flood control, spring ground water recharge and seasonal migratory habitat – in addition to the AG Eco Zone




~ This is the same field, JULY 2024. A crop can survive under water for 48 hours.
Beyond that, excess rain in season will result in crop stress, disease and death.”

Drainage management is critical to prevent this. The AG Zone and the AG Eco Zone \ 3 @ . b

are both best when managed. thick
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This is the same field, JULY 2024. 
A crop can survive under water for 48 hours. 
Beyond that, excess rain in season will result in crop stress, disease and death. 
Drainage management is critical to prevent this. 
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The AG Zone and the AG Eco Zone are both best when managed. 
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Let’s talk economics…

The yield map agrees
CONSISTENT YIELD FROM END TO END, few areas that were drowned out


YIELD MAF

CANOLA 2024 - acres,
inputs, overlap, time,
fuel, equipment, corners,
compaction, weeds,

bushels ...
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“Fleld EfflClency is the
single most important
variable related to
sustainability in Canadian
agriculture.” Agree?
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Compared to the yield map Myles showed earlier
Fields right across the road from each other


30 potholes
x S587 (loss) =

$17,610
$1 1/ac

-/~ The cost of unmanaged potholes...
. - Basedon canola market prices SPRING 2026

Sci.skFSA e
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Today – MAR 26, 2026 – $110/acre
Variability of markets / time of purchase – range of $85-170 over last 6 years

30 potholes per quarter, x $828 loss each = $24,840.  
This averages to revenue loss of $170/ seeded acre ($24, 840/ 146 ac seeded) from unmanaged to managed depressions…
2019 - $85/acre
2024 - $170/ acre





Sprayer Operator:

“Iwould be stretching
the truth if | said the
complete boom was

fully on for 30% of the

field”
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Presentation Notes
This is a quote from one of the sprayer operators. “I would be stretching the truth if I said the complete boom was fully on for 30% of the field”. “Been on this half since yesterday afternoon. Finally done, I think” - a text at 11:06 am

Navigate this in the dark…haha



!!RUNCH]NG THE NUMBERS

Turning - 307 mins Extra Fuel .
Travel - 235 mins $1332 more used

=9 HOURS MORE!!! =$6.65 [ ac

Cost of Ownership/ Depreciation Overlap

Seeding $830 From 7% on managed to 14% on
Spraying x 4 - $1026 unmanaged

Harvest - $614 7% x $250 /ac=$17.50/ ac
Tractor/harrow - $196
L e IT ALL ADDS UP. &
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5-10 year old equipment
Vary slightly across operations – good average





0.50 ac underwater (dead)
~ 0.17 ac saturated (dead)

=0.67 ac 100% CROP LOSS
+ unused 80N, 20P, 20S (~$120)

NO CROP ~2.04 ac 50-75% YIELD LOSS

'+ unused 86N, 22P, 22S (~5130)

DROWNED
ouT In addition to previous

S/ACRE LOSS ...

Fertilizer Use Efficiency
50% CROP ~5250 unused?!?

s

“*  75% CROP

_ - if)stskesa -
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You can manage everything 100%.  Get the rain, still no crop. 
In this example, unlike previous where we went around the area at seeding, this area was seeded, and got excessive rain during growing season, causing the crop to decline or die.
Blue area - 0.5ac underwater, crop dies
Red area - 0.17ac, saturated ground, crop dies
Light green - 50% of crop yield/fertilizer use
Dark green - 75% of crop yield /fertilizer use
Drowned out 80N x $1; 20P x $0.80; 20 S x $1.24 = $121
Poor crop = 86N x $1; 22P x $0.80; 22s x $1.24 = 86+17.6 + $27.28 = 130.88
N = $1/#   P = $0.80/# S = $1.24/# = 

$252 X 30 POTHOLES = $7,560 fert not used per quarter section
$1634 x 30 potholes = $49,020 difference in field that has 30 potholes drown out versus one with zero
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“To some, drainage is misunderstood and framed as a problem.
“Yet we know responsible drainage management is one of the most effective tools to improve soil health, crop health, water and nutrient use efficiency, our environmental footprint, watershed and community resilience – in addition to the economic story.


, Agnculturaﬁ/l/ater Management:
A Crltlcal Llnk in Cllmate Resilience & Food Security
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All this to say…



= Agricultural Water Management in Saskatchewan

An Integrated, Working Landscape-Scale System - Agricultural water management in Saskatchewan is the coordinated management of surface water,
subsurface water, soil systems, infrastructure, and governance to improve farm viability, steward environmental outcomes, and manage climate risk in a highly variable prairie landscape.

SaskFSA

1. Surface Water Management . Subsurface Water & Salinity Control

3. Irrigation & Water Use Efficiency

4. Soil Health (Foundational System Driver)

Controlled conveyance

Managed drainage corridors

Temporary & permanent retention

Point of adequate outlet

Flood mitigation

Infrastructure (culverts, berms, channel stabilization)

* This includes both moving water and slowing
water.

5. Nutrient & Water Interaction

¢ Tile drainage — grid or targeted
s Water table management

+ Root zone monitoring

« Salinity mitigation

* In SK, drainage is critical for:
- Yield stability
- Preventing saline expansion
- Long-term soil productivity

6. Wetland & Landscape Hydrology

« Precision irrigation / variable rate irrigation
¢ Soil moisture monitoring

¢ Crop water productivity

¢ Yield per mm of water

» Crop selection based on water profile

» Return flow management

. Climate Risk & Variability Management

¢ Soil organic carbon

¢ Aggregate stability

¢ |Infiltration capacity

¢ Biological activity

* Root system development
o Water holding capacity

¢ Residue management

¢ Reduced tillage / no-till

« Cover cropping

* Healthy soils:
- Increase infiltration
- Reduce runoff
- Improve drought resilience
- Increase water use efficiency

8. Governance, Infrastructure & Economic

Nitrogen movement
Phosphorus runoff
Denitrification

4R nutrient management
Nutrient efficiency

¢ Functional wetland strategy in the AG zone

¢ Permanent vs. temporary wetland management
¢ QOutcome-based stewardship

¢ Retention vs. managed flow

» Watershed-scale hydrology

s \Watershed connectivity

¢ Hydrologic balance

¢ Flood resilience

¢ Drought buffering

¢ Snowmelt management

¢ Extreme event response

¢ On-farm resilience planning

*This is economic risk management.

Viability

¢ Regulatory framework

¢ Drainage approvals

¢ Watershed & C&D coordination

s Federal stewardship overlays

¢ Public trust

¢ Economic viability

¢ Infrastructure implementation, improvement &
maintenance — roads, culverts, drains

s ROI of water improvements

* Farms & communities must be viable to implement
stewardship.
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Many layers


Issueé agriculture.

onomically, economically

’

=» practical, scalable, producer-led
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If agricultural water management is not explicitly built into the Next Policy Framework, Saskatchewan will miss one of the most practical, scalable, and producer-led ways to deliver resilience, productivity, stewardship, and food security.
�
.



Existing programs support pieces
of water management:

 FRWIP infrastructure programs

« WSA Ag Water Management Fund

« BRM programs responding to
weather impacts

These programs are valuable — but
operate independently.
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Canada has made important investments in water-related programs.
However these programs are often fragmented.
Infrastructure funding, research funding, and risk management programs are not always connected within a coherent agricultural water strategy.
Fragmented support is not the same as a coordinated system.



18] gs
-
Every acre, food production system and community

relies on water management
To be effective water needs to move

Water management is climate resilience —
Deliver agronomic, environmental & economic outcomes mw
Saskatchewan is uniquely positioned TO LEAD
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Responsible drainage and irrigation systems can strengthen both agricultural productivity and environmental outcomes.



Itis cled _
a lot of

resources
in this pro

People and water
are 2 of them.
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WHETHER UNINTENTIONALLY (OR INTENTIALLY) information silos exist.



()SKDEN

SK DRAINAGE EXTENSION NETWORK

The formation of the SK
Drainage Extension Network.

The SKDEN is a private sector leadership
initiative. A collaboration of landowners,
industry leaders and strategic advisors.
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2023-24 a lot of conversations were had. A lot! The formation, purpose and potential of what this network could be. 
When leaders choose to sit at the same table, it matters. Their time, knowledge and passion is the foundation of the SK DEN.


“CURIOUSITY to know more”
“Water 1S FU N DAM ENTAL to AG ’ “Water management is STABILITY”

. iy . “COLLABORATION”
When people are connected to Drive the conversation FORWARD

water - THEY ARE CONNECTED - d .
and passionate about it” around water management

“Water quality - for

errciency  “WE CAN DO BETTER -always  agicultureand the

' ' ' i f SK.
improving responsible drainage” people of S

“We have more WATER POTENTIAL

than our industry can grasp” If you do not manage it, you do not win

AL IMPROVEN | »
' ement” & MEDUCATION is

o

. | = . . 3 ' : »In]l »
“Precision. Praeticality. Passion; B RIDGE” -
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When asked why they chose to be at the table – comments from the team at the inaugural SK DEN meeting April 2024


Our SK DEN
Team & Advisors

=

Candace Mitachke Myles Thorpe Phillip Harder

EK DEN Fropect Lead EK CEN Teom Maombar 5K DEM Team Mamber 5K DiEM Toeam Mamiooes
ez Divacior - Sk i Fermer & Prasicam - Saskd s, Ressarchilpambzg et - Seciinpn Harager - T el prrea

Kyle Henderson Ryan Scragg

5K DEN Team Mamber
Farmes. APSS Direczas, CLE

£ I .'i \i
Louls Hebert Myron Kopec Wil vanderbyl Olaf Bosttcher Devon Walker

EK DEN Team Memioer 5K DEM Teem Memioer K DEN Teom Member 5K DEM Team Member 58 DN Team Member
Farmer - Hebart Gran Ve Furmer Chwaon | Dawcizr - SARK P B Sourd Chr - 3004 Charer - Pricia on Uearegge Sob o Fenmar & APAS Cisector

Ryan Husband

Blake Weiseth Krystal Tendlar Naarni Paley Sarah Hein
S8 D Tearm Membsr 5K DCH Tesm Mernvrr A DEN Stratagic Aokisor 5K DEM Strategie fdvisa: _ 5K OEH Stratagic &dvisor
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SH CEM Stutegc Advior 5K DEM Strategic Advisor 5K [EA Saratepic Achisor 56 DEM Strategic Acizor
Framomds Drvwda pma - W54 Magoc. Frofvascr Colvge ol A Dvan, Collags af AL & Ewec Uwacior  LICTS

& Bz niaves R Bizavmimiroaa USeae

Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan

A/ Crop Intelligence

HGV

HERERT CRAIN VERTLUIRES

SaskFSA

O o

WESTERNAG 'RRIGATION

IMMOVATIONS Saskatchewan

L

SARM

UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

College of Agriculture

and Bioresources
AGBIO.USASK.CA

Saskatchewan',

= CROPTIMISTIC

d TECHNOLOGY INC.

PRECISIEN
DRAI NAGE

S 0L uT| LT DO

CC DAL

B

() ) Water Security
Agency
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This work matters. The people matter. And the collaboration matters most.

The SK DEN Team brings together some truly good humans — thoughtful, grounded, and deeply knowledgeable and passionate people who are doing meaningful work in the AG water space every single day. ��Always super excited to connect with new partners who are curious, engaged, and ready to be part of shaping practical, credible solutions!��


N Rooted In =» A network to connect SK landowners,
agricultural organizations, industry,
C )17 b 0)f EJE] 0[] researchers and government
% =>» To share and build knowledge on
Y \ innovative, responsible water management
: | ‘/\ / practices for healthier soil, resilient crops,
"' /. and sustainable landscapes.

i =» Avresearch and education platform to
foster trust relationships, communication
and solutions.
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Foundation & overall vision – to build a network rooted in collaboration:


Priority

=» Drainage Research

Areas =» Drainage BMPs
(Beneficial Management Practices)
& COMMITTEES =» Connection & Education

(Building partnerships and public trust)
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September


- REDUCE SALINITY
- IMPROVE SOIL HEALTH ;
- REDUCE OVERLAP '
- REDUCE CROP INPUTS by y
- REDUCE CROP LOSS

- IMPROVE OVERALL PLANT HEALTH

- IMPROVE NUTRIENT USE EFFICIENCY

- IMPROVE WATER USE, RETENTION VIA CROP

- IMPROVE EQUIP & LABOUR EFFICIENCY

- REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINT (FUEL)

- REDUCE DENITRIFICATION

- REDUCE COMPACTION '

- RESTORE MARGINAL ACRES

- IMPROVE WEED CONTROL (REDUCE WEED RESISTANCE)

INCREASE PRODUCTIVE ACRES
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Back to the dock.


of /mprov1ng'-ﬁeld efﬁcrency through managing
temporary and seasonal Water Wlth__surface and
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Applied research to quantify how improving field efficiency through drainage will improve agronomic stewardship and environmental benefits.
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(©ntl and Schulte, 2012). Soil organic carben (S0C) is

Principles of sustainable Agricul
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mass of SO,

SOIL ORGANIC MATTER
CONSERVATION

Sail organic matter (SOM] iz the principal basis for soil
health  and  long-lerm sustained  produclivily.
Agricullural systems should seek 1o al leasl maintain
and generally increase SO where possibla, SOM
cansists of decompesad fungi, bacteria, plant material,
faces, and any othar cnce-living matter that is at
varicus slages of decomposibon and gives soil its calar

S0C lavels ae & d
biomass praduction in
rales driven moslly
management. Warm,
arganic matter decol

specifically a measurs of the carbon contained within

climatas, Plant matier with a C:N rata betwaen 20:1
and 30:1 will decompose fastar than residues with
highar C:M ratios. Tillage increases decormposition
rales as il increases  micrebal  aclivity mlgggﬂ
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Abstract

There is an onpoing demand for regson-specific soil onranic corbon estimiles (0 suppaort sustiinable Lnd masgement and
informe carhon eredit progroms. The Praivic Pochole Region is promincat agricaltural arca thar extends through Canada and
the Lonited Seares, and Fessturzs a significant namber of wetlands commenly selemed 1o a5 prairie patholes. he conribution
ol these watlarsts 10 losbscrpe=level soil ongune carbon storuge is complex and iy nol be consislent scross the neon as
inlluenced by severu] enviromneonin] and mamapeanent Gictors, This siedy reviews existiog lilerulore 1o wdenlily e main
faciors that condribuie 1o variability in soil organic carbon siocks in prairic polhole weilands. Soil orpanic carbon siock
data from 10 stadies in jhe Praitie Pothole Region were summarized through a5 mea-analvsis, Varahle imponancs and
resression anilvses werg used (o assess which Gelors explain visiabiliy i soil orgamic carbon, Wt class expliined op
to 260.6% ol the vanubility in seil creanie curbon. Ciber important Factors included eooregion s well a5 lund memngemment.
There were significant differcnces in average wetland soil orpanic carbon stocks actoss the ocorcgions. Data limitations
resfricied our ability 1o pocurpiely estimate the siocks Toe wetland class and land managaiment. The Gndings Mom (his
ludy Tighlizhied the need Tor Grgeled shdies m e MNoriben shorl pagstnd ecorggion s well g studies 001 congigder
wetund clusses umder various land uses. To advance wetlind carbon research in the Pruirie Pothole Region, recomumendu-
ticns were provided an lapdscape-lovel carbon modelling, soil carbon measurcment and monitoring. and improved wetland
classilicalion svslenis
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'RESEARCH _ INDUSTRY

Uof's SKDEN = Ag Tech &
& Research Partners ) Service Providers
COLLABORATION HUB

Connecting Research, Policy, & Producers

PRODUCERS & i / AGRICULTURAL Y
LANDOWNERS & N ' ORGANIZATIONS

Farmers & Stewards \ APAS, Commodity
Groups



INg)

on (elevati

d

v

e
HUB an

d research_ and
BMP d

ie
inage

Information

oss C

=

-y

lewardshig
e environn
acr

=  Appl
= Dra

the i
and ¢



The«Gap

Without coordination between:

o Policy We see:

o Research — Research not reaching producers™
o% Extension ' — Successful practices not sealing

® rm Implementation - - — Short-term.research losing

8 . expertise
" — Investments occurring in isolation

) VALUABLE work occurs across the system,
*but the FUILPOTENTIALof those efforts is not reallzed


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The gap in agricultural water management today is not effort.
The gap is coordination.
Without a system connecting these pieces, the full potential of our investments is not realized.



The gap in agricultural water management today is not effort.

The gap iS COOrdinatiOn (and funding to support it)

Without a system connecting these pieces, the full potential of our
iInvestments is not realized.




Program Enhancements for the NPF

1. Support NEW & EXISTING Agricultural Water
Management funding streams

DN NI NN

Drainage stewardship

Irrigation efficiency

Applied research and monitoring

SK DEN and other partner / watershed coordination
efforts

2. Invest in PERMANENT Agriculture Water
research capacity

v
v

v

Permanent Agriculture Water research positions

Potential Ag Water Research Chair at the University of
Saskatchewan

Long-term knowledge continuity



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Message: Four adjustments could significantly strengthen agricultural water outcomes.



Program Enhancements for the NPF

3. Fund demonstration and BMP validation

v' Demonstration sites across soil zones
v' Testing / validation of AG Water BMPs (stewardship)
v Consistent performance measurements

4. Invest in research translation
v" SK DEN research connector / coordinator
v Extension activities and field learning
v" Knowledge sharing across partners

This is not about starting from scratch — it is about
connecting and scaling what already exists.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Message: Four adjustments could significantly strengthen agricultural water outcomes.



““NEW”! + EXISTING!

Validate innovation & showcase proven practices.

Showcase EXISTING work
v Highlight successful BMPs

v Build producer confidence

v Accelerate adoption

Support NEW coordinated research

v' Test emerging practices

v Evaluate economic, agronomic & environmental outcomes
v' Develop Saskatchewan-specific evidence

Demonstration research bridges the gap between research and
real-world farm adoption.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two complementary goals:



THE OPPORTUNITY

The Next Policy Framework presents an opportunity to move beyond
individual programs and build a coordinated agricultural water
management system that:

M Builds long-term research capacity = critical knowledge retention
M Connects research to people = impact through extension

M Accelerates adoption & scale of BMPs

M Strengthens climate resilience = AG landscapes & communities

M Aligns water management with climate & food security outcomes

M Advances innovative, collaborative leadership = SK DEN
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¥ ; Responsible water management delivers economic, environmental,
and social returns — and strengthens our (Canada’s) ability to
produce its own food in an increasingly uncertain world.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Water is one of the most powerful forces shaping our agricultural landscape. 
When managed well, it becomes one of our greatest opportunities.
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