APAS in Action – July/August 2017
Welcome to APAS in Action, an update on how your general farm organization is working on behalf of
Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers. If you are receiving this as an APAS Member RM Representative,
RM Administrator or Reeve (Member or Non-Member), we encourage you to share this information
with your Council at your next scheduled meeting and with ratepayers in your RM whenever possible. If
you have ideas for a future edition or wish to comment on anything you read in APAS in Action, please
feel free to contact us at info@apas.ca or (306) 789-7774.

Carbon Summit - July 13 - 14, 2017

If you missed the APAS Carbon Summit, you can watch video of the speakers and view their
presentations on the APAS website.
The event featured 14 speakers covering various aspects of carbon and carbon pricing from
economics to science to policy. The Carbon Summit was well attended and also live streamed to
an audience of several hundred viewers online. Check out the hashtag #APASCarbon17 to
follow the conversation on Twitter.
Thank you to our speakers and our sponsors for making the Carbon Summit possible.

APAS Midterm - July 13
Prior to the Carbon Summit, APAS held its annual midterm meeting. APAS Representatives were
updated on the status of current policy issues and YAP committee member Kim Keller
moderated a panel on mental health. At the end of the panel and discussion, APAS passed the
following resolution:
“That APAS recognizes that mental health and wellness and the provision of mental health
services and supports are important issues for agricultural producers and rural communities;
That APAS develop a plan for furthering the discussion and promotion of mental health and the
provision of community services and supports to the agricultural producers;
That APAS develop partnerships with agricultural organizations and agencies to identify positive
policy solutions to support mental health awareness, professional services and programs for
agriculture and rural communities.”

CFA Meeting in Newfoundland
The APAS Executive Committee was in St. John’s, Newfoundland, for the Canadian Federation
of Agriculture’s summer board meeting and Industry-Government Roundtable. Held in
conjunction with the Agriculture Ministers’ summer federal-provincial-territorial meeting, this
annual event provides farm leaders and government officials the opportunity to discuss
national priorities for the sector.

Canadian Agricultural Partnership
Federal and Provincial Governments recently reached an agreement on the “Canadian
Agricultural Partnership”, a $3 billion, five-year agreement that replaces Growing Forward 2 in
April 2018. In announcing the new agreement, governments have also committed to
undertaking a review of business risk management programs. This BRM review is something
that APAS and other farm organizations have been seeking as part of the new agreement. In
addition to the BRM review, the Canadian Agricultural Partnership also includes changes to
Agri-Invest and Agri-Stability coverage levels. You can read more about the BRM review and the
changes under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, by clicking here.

Ag In Motion 2017 – July 18-20
APAS set up shop at a booth in the FCC tent at Ag in Motion for three days. APAS staff and
members of the Young APAS Producers committee chatted with attendees about policy,
engaged with people about mental health and shared the results on Twitter using the hashtag
#YAPaboutAg.

Consultation Opportunities
Food Policy for Canada
The Government of Canada is seeking input on the development of a “Food Policy for Canada.”
Respondents have until August 31, 2017 to participate in the online survey which can be
accessed here: https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/food-policy/have-your-say.html
The Canadian Federation of Agriculture has been involved in these consultations at the national
level. To read more about CFA’s involvement in the Food Policy for Canada consultations,
please visit: http://www.cfa-fca.ca/programs-and-projects/canada-needs-a-national-foodstrategy/
Canada’s Food Guide Consultation
Health Canada is working on the second phase of its revisions to Canada’s Food Guide. This
phase involves collecting feedback from Canadians on the “Guiding Principles and
Recommendations” for the revised Food Guide. Respondents have until August 14 to
participate in these consultations. You can read more about the Guiding Principles and learn
how to participate by visiting: https://www.foodguideconsultation.ca/
NAFTA Negotiations
The Government of Canada is also receiving input on national priorities for the North American
Free Trade Agreement negotiations. To participate in the public consultations, please visit:
http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/consultations/naftaalena/index.aspx?lang=eng#_blank

Recent Committee Meetings
August 1 - Livestock Committee meeting
•
•

•

Drought conditions across southern Saskatchewan and the impact on feed and water
supplies
Policy responses to the drought conditions, including recommended improvements to
crop insurance pre-harvest appraisal process to encourage more grain producers to put
their crops to alternate use in drought years (green feed, silage, and pasture).
Presentation on Chronic Wasting Disease and the policy options under consideration to
monitor and contain the disease.

August 3 - Grains and Oilseeds Committee meeting
•
•
•

Presentation on Bill C49 The Transportation Modernization Act, which included a
discussion with the Western Canadian Shortline Railway Association
Report from the Hudson Bay Route Association, regarding the rail line and the Port of
Churchill
Presentation on Clubroot in canola and key differences in how neighboring provinces
monitor and manage the disease.

August 9 - Land and Environment Committee meeting
•
•
•

Biosecurity issues and policy options to require permission to enter Saskatchewan
farmland
Water management policy and recent issues, including a presentation from the
Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Association (SaskFSA)
Presentation and discussion of Environmental Farm Plans under the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership agreement

August 16 - Economic Trade Committee meeting
•

Agenda items include: A presentation on Phase 2 of the Price Data Quotes website, the
APAS Farm Input Price Survey Project, and BRM changes under the new Canadian
Agricultural Partnership agreement

Welcome New RMs
APAS RM membership is currently sitting at a total of 113. (96 full members and 17 in the
transitional process)
Welcome:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

66
98
129
333
334
367
467
472

Griffin – Transitional
Scott - Transitional
Bratt’s Lake - Transitional
Clayton – Transitional
Preeceville – Transitional
Ponass Lake – Transitional
Round Hill – Transitional
Wilton - Full Member

•
•

488
491

Torch River – Full Member
Buckland – Transitional

Farmer’s Voice
The latest issue of Saskatchewan Farmer’s Voice is available. Click the cover to read it.

Youth Leadership and Mentorship Program
APAS is accepting applications for the Youth Leadership and Mentorship program until October
31, 2017. This program helps active producers under the age of 40 understand how national
policy development occurs and how to potentially influence the result. Participants also have
the opportunity to improve their leadership skills and expand their professional contacts with
other producers, farm leaders and government representatives. For more information and to
apply: http://www.apas.ca/youth-leadership-program

APAS Office News
APAS welcomes Nick Gibb to conduct a one year, Green Infrastructure Research project starting
August 1. Nick will be exploring how agricultural producers can access federal Green
Infrastructure funding for water management projects or for drought proofing. Nick has an
Msc in Geo-Environmental Engineering from USask.
Reindorf Yeboah will work as an intern for 12 months to research and develop a feasibility
study for a publicly accessible agriculture input price survey tool and on the use of public and
private risk management tools. Reindorf is an intern in the Master’s program from the Johnson
Shoyama Institute at the U of R. His start date is August 14.

APAS in the News
This Saskatchewan farm’s ground is so dry a wrench ‘would disappear’ in its cracks:
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2017/08/06/a-pretty-desperate-situationsaskatchewan-farmers-stressed-over-dry-weather.html
'Don't be too proud to look for help': Sask. farmers under stress over possibility of losing crops:
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/farmers-in-saskatchewan-stress-1.4225114
Farm groups have lukewarm response to federal farm program changes:
http://www.producer.com/2017/07/farm-groups-have-lukewarm-response-to-federal-farmprogram-changes/?platform=hootsuite
'Saskatchewan has a lot potentially to lose' in NAFTA talks, says prof.:
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatchewan-has-a-lot-potentially-to-lose-in-naftatalks-says-prof-1.4211536
APAS President Todd Lewis on the effects of this dry growing season on Sask wheat crops:
https://www.agcanada.com/daily/global-buyers-of-quality-wheat-face-disappointment-incanada
APAS young farmers looking to break mental health stigma:
https://www.realagriculture.com/2017/07/apas-young-farmers-looking-to-break-mental-healthstigma/
APAS Carbon Summit Coverage:
http://www.producer.com/2017/07/summit-tackles-carbon-pricing/
APAS President Todd Lewis on the Bank of Canada raising its key interest rate:
http://globalnews.ca/video/3594993/the-bank-of-canada-has-raised-its-key-overnight-rate
APAS President Todd Lewis Op-Ed on Carbon Pricing:
http://www.producer.com/2017/07/agriculture-a-solution-to-reducing-carbon/
APAS President Todd Lewis on the sale of the Sask Grain Car Corp's hopper fleet to three
shortlines: http://regina.ctvnews.ca/video#1161564

Farmer mental health is at the forefront in Saskatchewan: http://www.farms.com/amp/agindustry-news/2017/farmer-mental-health-is-at-the-forefront-in-saskatchewan501.aspx#.WVQeJSoR_js.twitter
'Farm stress is real. Suicide is real': Tweet sparks conversation on mental health:
http://regina.ctvnews.ca/farm-stress-is-real-suicide-is-real-tweet-sparks-conversation-onmental-health-1.3483178
Government to lease provincial pastures to patrons:
http://leaderpost.com/business/agriculture/government-to-lease-provincial-pastures-to-patrons
APAS meets in Moose Jaw to discuss recommendations to Federal Government on Carbon
Pricing http://moosejawexpress.com/assets/mj20170628.pdf

Save the Dates:
August 16 – Economic Trade Committee meeting (Saskatoon)
November 28, 29 and 30 - APAS AGM (Regina)

