APAS in Action – June 2017
Welcome to APAS in Action, the latest update on how your general farm organization is working on behalf
of Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers. If you have ideas for a future edition or wish to comment on
anything you read in APAS in Action, please feel free to contact us at info@apas.ca or (306) 789-7774.

Carbon Summit - Save the Date!
July 13 - 14, 2017
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APAS will be hosting an Agricultural Carbon Summit July 13 and 14 in conjunction with the APAS
Midterm meeting. This event will focus on how agriculture helps to sequester carbon in soils and
grasslands, and how science can help to increase sequestration in the future. The Carbon Summit takes
place at the Saskatoon Inn and Conference Centre on July 13 -14th. Please save the date as this will be a
very informative discussion. Reservations can be made at the Saskatoon Inn and Convention Centre
under the Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan room block, please call 306-242-1440.
Visit the event website to learn more: www.APAScarbonsummit.com. Information about speakers will
be updated on this site. Paid Registration: General, Student, and Transitional Members or Association

Members. APAS Reps can register at http://www.apas.ca/apas-midterm-prairie-agriculture-carbonsummit?id=1180

Why Producers and the Public Should Attend the Carbon Summit
•
•

The goal of the carbon summit is to achieve recognition for both the carbon sequestered
through agriculture management practices and existing agricultural carbon sinks.
The summit will share with producers, the public, and policy makers the science behind the
sequestration of agricultural carbon, expectations of the policies governing agricultural carbon,
and what can be done to enhance sequestration and maintain carbon sinks.

For a background on carbon, check out APAS Geoscience and Environment Researcher Richard
Boulding’s presentation from the Spring District meeting. It’s a great opportunity to learn some basics
about carbon and the concerns we will be discussing during the APAS midterm meeting and Carbon
Summit. Video on Carbon and Climate Change Basics : https://youtu.be/UclZfQmr5Es

APAS Midterm
July 13, 2017
The APAS Midterm will be held at Saskatoon Inn and Convention Centre during the afternoon of
Thursday, July 13 followed by the APAS Prairie Agricultural Carbon Summit which will continue into the
evening and next day. During the Midterm, we will be discussing a variety of agricultural issues. This is
also an opportunity to meet or renew acquaintances with other APAS Representatives, get a current
update on agriculture issues and hear some great speakers.

APAS Office News
APAS is pleased to welcome two new staff members to the APAS team.
Colleen Hennan is our new Communications and Community Relations Coordinator. She has a
background in radio broadcasting and most recently worked at the MS Society. Originally from the East
Coast, Colleen has lived on the prairies for 6 years and is looking forward to learning more about
agriculture. Colleen brings an array of experience in media relations, social media and coordination of
communications. You can reach her at chennan@apas.ca.
Debra Nyczai is our Member Relations Coordinator. She will be the point of contact for administrators
regarding all membership and benefits inquiries (My Rewards program, invoicing, etc.) and connecting
with Reps and RM's around the province. Debra has a background in the non-profit sector, most
recently as the Executive Director of the Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce. Debra is thrilled to
be working with APAS and is happy to assist with any questions. Her email is dnyczai@apas.ca.

Justin Trudeau Visit
The Prime Minister spent the day at APAS President Todd Lewis’ farm in Gray, Saskatchewan in late
April. Trudeau was joined by Federal Agriculture Minister Lawrence MacAulay and Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Ralph Goodale. The purpose of the visit was to learn more about
canola production as well as celebrate the industry’s success in Saskatchewan. Lewis says the Prime
Minister asked good questions and noted that it was an important opportunity to help encourage
understanding of modern agricultural practices and concerns.

Recent Consultations
Provincial Pasture Program –
The Provincial Government announced the wind up of the Saskatchewan Community Pasture Program.
In April, APAS met with Ministry officials to present recommendations to ensure pastures remain
accessible to future generations of Saskatchewan patrons.
Download APAS comments to the Pasture Consultation here

Canadian Grain Commission – User fees and Accumulated Surplus
On May 1st, APAS submitted comments to the Canadian Grain Commission’s consultation on the
accumulated surplus and user fees. APAS has asked that the accumulated surplus be used to fund
producer priorities in areas such as grain grading, payment protection, grain contracts and market and
transportation transparency. For user fees, APAS has expressed concerns with the proposal that 91% of
the CGC budget should be borne by industry.
Download the APAS Submission to the CGC Accumulated Surplus here
Download the APAS Submission to CGC User fees here

Cash Ticket Deferrals
The 2017 Federal Budget launched a review of tax deferrals for cash purchase grain tickets. Deferring
income into the next tax year helps agricultural producers manage their income in the context of price
and production uncertainties. The APAS position to this review is that tax deferrals should be
maintained in the Income Tax Act and expanded to include other agricultural commodities such as
livestock.
Download a summary of the APAS position on cash purchase tickets deferrals here
Download the full APAS submission on Cash Purchase Tickets here
*Note: Finance Canada recently extended the comment period for cash purchase tickets. The deadline
to provide comments is now July 24, 2016. To read more about the consultation and how to participate,
please visit:
http://www.fin.gc.ca/n17/17-045-eng.asp

Bill C-49 – Amendments to the Canada Transportation Act
On May 16, the federal government introduced Bill C-49, “The Transportation Modernization Act”. Bill
C49 includes a number of provisions that will affect grain transportation in Canada, including the
introduction of “long haul interswitching,” clearer definitions of “adequate and suitable” service level
agreements, and the retention of the Maximum Revenue Entitlement in legislation. APAS and the
Saskatchewan Producer Coalition issued a release following the introduction of this legislation, and have
asked the federal government to fast track the legislative process to ensure Bill C49 is in place for the
2017 crop.
Read the Coalition’s Press Release here
With the introduction of Bill C49, the federal government also renewed the mandate of the “Crop
Logistics Working Group”, a government/industry forum that monitors grain transportation policy
issues. APAS welcomes this announcement and looks forward to continuing to represent Saskatchewan
agricultural producers on the Crop Logistics Working Group.

Update on the Next Policy Framework
Consultations on the next policy framework continue. Growing Forward 2 expires March 31, 2018, and
the new framework will need to be in place for April 1. The federal and provincial governments are
expected to sign the multilateral agreement in July. APAS has joined other farm organizations across
Canada to request a comprehensive review of business risk management programs prior to the signing
of the multilateral agreement. There are growing concerns that the current timeframe for program
consultation and development will not allow enough time and opportunity to fully address producers’
concerns with the current suite of business risk management programs. Stay tuned for updates.

Acklands-Grainger Catalogue now available!
Do you need welders, acetylene, power tools, lighting, replacement hand tools, safety equipment, or
replacement parts for worn or broken pieces? Acklands-Grainger can meet your needs on a wide range

of products to keep you safe and productive. Before you begin the next busy season, take inventory of
your shop and safety needs, and peruse the Acklands-Grainger catalogue.
Click the link below and get your Acklands-Grainger catalogue
sent to you today.
https://www.acklandsgraingercatalogueorder.com/

Youth Leadership and Mentorship Program
APAS will be offering the Youth Leadership and Mentorship Program for 2017/18 thanks to funding
provided by the Government of Saskatchewan through Growing Forward 2. The goal of the program is
to help active producers under the age of 40 understand how national policy development occurs and
how to potentially influence the final result. Participants will also have the opportunity to improve their
leadership skills and expand their professional contacts with other producers, farm leaders and
government representatives.
For more information, see the Youth Leadership and Mentorship Program information and application
on the APAS website http://www.apas.ca/youth-leadership-program

Membership Cards
APAS member cards for the 2017-18 year have
been sent to APAS Member RM office’s.
Distribution will be through RM tax notices or can
be picked up at the RM office. The wallet-sized
card notes that ratepayers are members of APAS
on one side and details various member rewards
(Chrysler Fleet Program fleet number, AcklandsGrainger account number) on the other. NOTE:
please use the additional Mark’s Work
Wearhouse Card to receive your 10% discount at
Marks stores.

Save the Dates:
July 13 - Summer APAS Midterm Meeting (Saskatoon) – Registration for APAS Reps for both events
July 13 – 14 - APAS Prairie Agricultural Carbon Summit – www.APASCarbonSummit.com
July 18-20 - Ag in Motion (Langham) - APAS will once again have a booth under the FCC tent.
November 28, 29 and 30 - APAS AGM (Regina)

