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APAS Requests Emergency Use of Strychnine to Battle Gophers!

APAS has submitted a request to the Honourable
Heath MacDonald, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food and the Honourable Marjorie Michel, Minister
of Health to urgently consider the reinstatement of
strychnine under the Emergency Use Registration
of the Pest Control Products Regulations.

This request is driven by the significant and
uncontrolled increase in Richardson's ground
squirrel populations, which is inflicting economic
damages estimated to average nearly S9M
annually.

The Request:
e Temporarily approve immediate strychnine use.
e Ensure safety and environmental protection measures.
e Encourage collaboration for innovative, effective, and environmentally safe pest control alternatives.

e Foster open communicationwith all parties for transparent decision-making.



APAS recognizes and respects the previous cancellation of strychnine’s uses but underscores the current
methods available for ground squirrel management are largely ineffective, impractical, or too costly.

Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation Offers Support for Gopher Management.

SASKATCHEWAN

WILDLIFE
FEDERATION

To ensure the wild life legacy we leave to our children surpasses that which we inherited.

SASKATCHEWAN WILDLIFE FEDERATION OFFERS SUPPORT TO LANDOWNERS FACING GOPHER
OVERPOPULATION

June 25, 2025 — With escalating gopher populations causing increasing concern for landowners
across Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation (SWF), with the support of the
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM), is stepping up to offer practical
assistance.

Gophers are a significant cause of crop loss and land degradation, impacting the livelihcod of
Saskatchewan producers and landowners. In response, the SWF is connecting landowners with
trusted SWF members who are ready to assist in controlling gopher numbers in a responsible
and ethical manner.

Landowners experiencing challenges with gophers are encouraged to contact the SWF Office at
306-692-8812. The SWF will then work to identify available SWF members in that area to
coordinate arrangements directly with the landowner.

All SWF members participating in this initiative carry an additional $5 million in liability
coverage, and are expected to uphold the highest standards of safety, conduct, and landowner
respect.

“We recognize the growing frustration gophers are causing in rural areas, particularly as they
damage crops and create hazards for livestock,” said Darrell Crabbe, SWF Executive Director.
“We’'re proud to support our members in being part of the solution—helping our landowners
while maintaining ethical hunting practices.”

For more information or to request support, please contact the Saskatchewan Wildlife
Federation at 306-692-8812.
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The Barley Benchmark Survey

Every farmer has a story. The Barley Benchmark turns your hard work and expertise into meaningful data—
showcasing the care, precision, and expertise behind Canadian malting barley production.

With transparent data, international customers and decision-makers gain a clearer understanding of Canadian
barley’s value proposition. This builds trust, creates new opportunities, and reinforces Canada’s reputation as a
global leader.

By participating, you’re supporting today’s farmers while paving the way for tomorrow’s opportunities.

CFA Board Meeting


https://barleybenchmark.com/the-barley-benchmark-survey/

L-R Keith Curry, CFA President, Senator Lewis,
Senator Robinson, Senator Black

L-R - Keith Curry, CFA President, Scott Ross, CFA
Exec Director, David Hunt, Chief Commissioner,
Canadian Grain Commission, Nathan Gerelus,
Canadian Grain Commission

The CFA Board Meeting and Policy Summit, dove
deep into some of the pressing issues of Canadian
agriculture:

Managing Rising Input Costs - Strategies on securing essential farming inputs amidst escalating prices and

supply constraints.

Navigating Regulatory Landscapes - Balancing economic competitiveness with health, safety, and
environmental standards through regulatory optimization and innovation in farming technologies.

Addressing Farm Finance - With a focus on the looming retirement of 60% of farmers by 2030, topics included
succession planning, access to financing, and leveraging digital investments for the next generation.

Building Trade Resiliency - Strategies to handle global trade uncertainties, including diversification, reducing

barriers, and improving infrastructure.

The policy panels offered insights into securing the long-term viability of Canadian agriculture.

Senator Robinson Shares Vision for Boosting Canada’s Agriculture Sector

Senator Mary Robinson shares her thoughts on
how Canada can make the most of its incredible
agriculture sector. From investing in technology and
infrastructure to tackling labor shortages, there’s
huge potential to boost productivity and cement
our place as a global leader in sustainable, high-
quality food production. Check out her vision for
growing Canadian agriculture and unlocking new
opportunities for farmers and exports.



Applications Open for the
APAS Young Leaders Program
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APAS in the News

9 Years of ght (July 6) Canadian Press

Did You Know APAS is a

Member-Owner of Co-operators?

Wanna know how much you can save, what a high service standard means, and what else is in store? Tap the
link below and prepare to be wowed!

Discover Your Exclusive APAS Benefits by contacting your local Co-operators agent!


https://sencanada.ca/en/sencaplus/opinion/how-to-grow-canada-s-vast-agriculture-potential-senator-robinson/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vFyfU6dS_UaPjcsXvR4UO7YEND1UaRlMlSgHSlGC0yRUMzUyTUhDRVhXM0FJNzgyS1YxSzZERzBRQi4u
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-prairies-saskatchewan-farmers-drought-climate-dry/

Save on insurance and protect what matters

< co-operators

@cutura Producers Association of Saskatchewan


https://www.cooperators.ca/en/insurance/Farm

