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The APAS General Meeting was a resounding success, marked by insightful
discussions and collaborative efforts to drive the future of agriculture. Key highlights
included remarks by Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister Daryl Harrison, who
reiterated his commitment to collaboration aimed at supporting farmers and boosting
the sector and by Carla Beck, Leader of the Opposition and Shadaw Agriculture
Minister who focused on partnering to find solutions.

The event included a series of important topics that reflect current issues and
developments within the agricultural sector.

Rail Freight Rates
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The comprehensive analysis and the clarity with which
Lucia conveyed such complex information was
tremendously informative.

Her understanding of the intricacies of rail freight rates
in Canada and how they influence our industry
highlighted many challenges and opportunities faced
by producers.

In short, it's about understanding the lifeblood of our
economic engine and its implications on farmers and
all shippers.

The thoroughness of her exploration into this topic
sparked a wealth of discussion and hopefully public
policy actions that help create a more competitive
transportation system for all shippers.

Senate Agriculture Committee’s “Critical Ground” Soil Health Report

Senator Robert Black

Senator Black’s work on the Senate soil health report
not only highlighted the critical challenges we face but
more importantly, highlighted a path forward, guiding
us towards practices that ensure the vitality of our land
for generations to come.

 View - Soil Health Report

Farmland Ownership Panel
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Dr. Chad Lawley
Professor, University of Manitoba

Mr. Ted Cawkwell
Agriculture Specialist, Cawkwell Group

The panelists shared their insights, research findings, and experiences related to this
critica lissue impacting family farms, rural communities, and the agricultural industry
at large.  

APAS encourages the farm community to think about the future of agriculture and the
role that farmland ownership will play in shaping that future. Let’s engage in a
productive dialogue with experts, seeking solutions and strategies to support
sustainable agricultural development for the generations to come.

Canadian Grain Commission Update

Jon Friesen
Chief Operating Officer, Canadian Grain Commission

Jon's depth of knowledge and his dedication to the
agricultural sector, particularly as it pertains to grain
farming, is truly remarkable.

His role as ChiefOperating Officer of the CGC puts
him at the forefront of developments that directly
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The CGC plays apivotal role in ensuring the quality,
reliability, and marketability of Canadian grain.

Its dedication to setting and enforcing standards
protects both producers and consumers, making it an
indispensable pillar within our agricultural framework.

The work of the CGC ensures that Saskatchewan’s
grain farmers remain competitive and successful on a
global scale. This support is invaluable to our farmers
across Canada.

Jon, thank you once again for sharing your expertise
and for your service to the agricultural sector.

Canadian Federation of Agriculture

Scott's presentation highlighted the vital role the CFA
plays in advocating for the interests and well-being of
the farming community across Canada.  

And this is why APAS is an active member of CFA!

Thank You, Ian Boxall
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provided insights but also highlighted the significant
strides our association has made over the years and
during your time on the Board and as President.

You have helped the organization navigate through
challenges and leveraged opportunities that have
significantly benefitted our industry.

Your remarks have reinforced our resolve and inspired
us to continue striving for excellence. Your overview
and thoughtful perspective are immensely
valuable,and they remind us of the role we all play.

On behalf of APAS, I thank you for your service and for
the vision you continue to set forth for APAS. Your
contributions are greatly appreciated!

2025 APAS Board

Front Row L-R: Jeremy Welter, Ryan Scragg, Bill Prybylski, Don Connick, Kevin
Gilbert.

Back Row L-R: Devon Walker, Scott Hermus, Brett Spray, Chris Procyk, Trewett
Chaplin, Steven Donald, Jim Bateman.
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APAS Young Leaders in Action
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Purchase A Little Dirt Never Hurt!

BECOME A MEMBER

https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Dirt-Never-Hurt/dp/1069144312/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38RDANDFVZETV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O17u8jxSP9nkPqcMO8aE5LHza5AtD-6Vhz3RbVmL3ikp-ZYqN9q8P5BAvnk9XD1utr4ORjL9bbgOt58QWadKiEJ9CoQU0B557je6_pHGynk8vnTxTDPv6mY_wUftTGfjFs2YOLNNUVUxAvZDGzIT7oSp9d_0UCRmotW_isd6cPnO2YZoo-VO-HjD9KGQkL-BKeQX5_GduXii4rVLoEgfqw8V5a3JB9eTLf1lpplsK0a1i-eQsT07Vsu3HUzWfsK2bLQkdHNz5t6z-_NByDHsEZDfB3gVJ03eYqNUT2sDwVw.gL90QAPNdBK6FZYmO5UKMN1f3m7-MZGOJEhp7CA-0AM&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+little+dirt+never+hurt&qid=1733443758&sprefix=a+little+dirt+never+%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-1
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Guarantee!

By becoming an APAS member, your RM is not just joining an association; you’re
investing in a partnership that actively works to safeguard and improve your farming
future. It's an investment in stronger representation, broader resources, and a shared
vision for a thriving agricultural sector in Saskatchewan.

At APAS, every single member is instrumental in driving the agricultural policies
crucial for Saskatchewan's farming community. That’s right, your involvement matters!

We’re so confident in the value that APAS membership provides, we’re offering an
unprecedented MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE to all new members. It’s your chance
to experience the benefits risk-free!

Connect with Us:
For more details, feel free to reach out directly to Curtis Hemming.

Call: 306-789-7774
Email: Curtis Hemming

Recommend this newsletter to a neighbour!
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APAS is looking to grow our audience for the Ag Matters Newsletter, and we need
your help. Recommend this newsletter to a friend, and get them to sign up! You can
subscribe by clicking the link below, and entering your information on the page.

SUBSCRIBE
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