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APAS at Work

APAS in Ottawa

Exciting news from Ottawa! The APAS team was thrilled to participate in the 2025
CFA AGM in Ottawa from February 25-26. Our mission was to ensure the priorities
and challenges facing Saskatchewan farmers were prominently addressed on the
national stage. With over 250 leaders from our farming and food sectors, we dived
into discussions that are fundamental for our future.

CFA President Keith Currie emphasized the need for a future-oriented mindset in
facing the significant changes ahead for global agriculture.

The heart of the meeting was a series of expert panels and workshops that covered a
swath ofcritical topics from how the public views farming, the nitty-gritty of Canada-US
trade relations, to strategic discussions on succession planning.

Keynote insights were provided by notable figures like Mexico’s Ambassador, Carlos
Joaquin González and John Stackhouse, Senior Vice-President at RBC, adding
significant weight to the conversation.

APAS also participated in Corporate and Young
Leaders Roundtable’s. APAS Young Leaders Erika
Stewart, Chansi Bourke, Wyatt Gorrill, Keenean Amy,
and Malcolm Carnegie joined young farmers from
across Canada.
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These roundtables provided a valuable opportunity for
APAS to:

Represent Saskatchewan's diverse agricultural
intrests and ensure that the perspectives of
grain, oilseed, and livestock producers were
heard in national discussions.
Engage in critical policy discussions by
participating in policy briefings and Q&A
sessions, contributing to the conversation on key
legislative updates.
The events fostered connections between APAS,
corporate leaders, and other young farmers from
across the country.

L-R Keenean Amy and Wyatt Gorrill - APAS Young Leaders

Our involvement is critical for fostering collaboration, exchanging innovative ideas,
and guaranteeing that the future of Canadian agriculture incorporates the unique
perspectives and needs of Saskatchewan.

APAS Young Leader Erika Stewart

Thrilled to share that APAS Young Leader, Erika
Stewart of Pine Ranch in Morse, SK, participated in a
dynamic panel discussion with Farm Credit Canada
(FCC) President Justine Hendricks!

They tackled tough questions about the future of
farming:

1. How can young farmers access land and capital?
2. What strategies build resilient farm businesses in

the face of risk?
3. How do you balance the demands of farm life with

family and personal well-being?
4. How can we build greater public trust in agriculture?
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Erika shared her insights on the
challenges and opportunities facing
young farmers today, drawing from her
experience running a commercial
cow/calf operation and grass yearlings
with her husband Cyle.

Erika's passion for advocacy and
sharing the story of beef production
shone through!

Learn more about Erika and Pine
Ranch: pineranch.ca

National Support for APAS Resolutions

We're proud that the meeting concluded with all 13 APAS resolutions receiving
national support. APASr esolutions focused on:

1. Support for soil health and grassland retention
2. AgriStability eligible expenses for feed and input costs
3. Expansion of farm rollover provisions
4. Support for producers to install weather stations for data collection
5. Protecting producers from payment default
6. Conversion of grain weight to dry matter basis

And more…
As we move forward from the CFA meeting with national support for our resolutions,
we are energized to continue collaborating with partners across Canada.

Pics L-R

1. Young Leaders Chansi Bourke & Keenean Amy and APAS Director Devon Walker
celebrating on the AGM floor after hearing some good news!

2. AGM business in action

3. Malcolm Carnegie, APAS Young Leader, making the motion to adopt a resolution
on implementing the Senate Soil Health report recommendations.

APAS Attends King’s Cornonation Medal Ceremony for Ron Bonnett
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Senator Mary Robinson, nominated and presented Ron Bonnett with the King Charles
III Cornonation Medal for his dedicated service to the agriculture industry.

Ron was president of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture from 2010 to 2019, and
President of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture prior.

Ron’s leadership style in every agricultural organization he worked with was to seek
common issues so that governments and industry groups could collectively work
towards consensus. The theme that runs consistently through Ron’s leadership roles
is one of collaboration, cooperation, and partnership to build relationships that ensure
producers are effectively represented at all negotiating tables.

APAS President Bill Prybylski, VP Chris Procyk and Board member Devon Walker
attended the ceremony in the Senate Chamber, along with Senators Todd Lewis, Pat
Duncan and Rob Black.

Meeting with the Office of the Minister of Transport Canada - Bunge Merger

APAS appreciated the meaningful dialogue with the Minister of Transport Canada's
advisors on the proposed Bunge Global SA’s acquisition of Viterra Limited, and
related competition concerns.

The Competition Bureau’s review highlighted the inadequacy of proposed measures
to preserve competition within Canada’s agricultural sector, pinpointing both
operational and enforcement challenges.

Our goal is to work together to forge effective strategies that ensure ongoing
competition and maintains the vibrancy of the agricultural sector. We are committed to
shaping a path that is transparent, accountable, and produces tangible results for
grain producers.

Looking ahead, APAS eagerly anticipates our upcoming discussion with the Minister
to further our dialogue and deepen our understanding of the decision and next steps.

Meeting with the Office of the Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry -
National Testing Centre for International Veterinary Credentialling

APAS is actively seeking solutions to the critical shortage of veterinarians by:

Promoting the Recruitment and Accreditation of Internationally Trained
Veterinarians: APAS emphasizes the importance of easing the path for foreign-
trained veterinarians to practice within Saskatchewan, addressing the urgent need in
the field.

Requesting Federal Funding for WCVM: The aim is to establish a cutting-edge
national training center at the Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM), at the
U of S, envisioned as a centre for veterinary excellence and innovation.

Ensuring Livestock Producers’ Access to Veterinary Services: The heart of the
matter lies in maintaining the operational integrity of ranches, safeguarding animal
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health, and securing biosecurity standards.

The access to comprehensive veterinary services is non-negotiable for the
sustainability and health of the agricultural sector.

Meeting with National Farm Groups

APAS took the opportunity to meet with representatives from the Grain Growers of
Canada, Canadian Canola Growers Association, Canola Council of Canada, the
Canadian Oilseed Processors Association.

The dialogue centered on pivotal issues such as capital gains, intergenerational
transfers, and the complexities of farmland ownership.
The meeting also delved into discussions on railway interswitching policy,
modernization of grain contracts, export grain sales data transparency, and the
Advanced Payment Program.

APAS Young Leaders Connect with Senators at Dinner Event

APAS facilitated a crucial interaction between young agricultural leaders and
Senators Black, Robinson, and Deacon during a dinner in downtown Ottawa.

This event provided an opportunity for the young visionaries to directly showcase their
innovative ideas and discuss the dynamics of Saskatchewan’s agricultural sector with
influential policymakers.

The evening was marked by engaging discussions on key topics, offering the young
leaders valuable exposure and the opportunity to influence legislative perspectives on
agriculture. Senators responded positively, acknowledging the importance of
incorporating fresh, ground-level insights into policy discussions.

Fostering relationships between the next generation of agricultural leaders and
seasoned senators is crucial and emphasizes APAS’s commitment to making young
voices a significant part of policy development discussions in Saskatchewan and
Canada's agricultural future.

Surprise Senate Tour
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To end our time in Ottawa, the APAS Young Leaders
were surprised with the most incredible opportunity—a
personal tour of the Senate offered by none other than
Senators Black and Robinson.

Their generous, selfless offer to guide us through the
hallowed halls of the Senate was an educational and
inspirational journey that our Young Leaders will
cherish forever.

A massive thank you to Senators Black and Robinson
for this unforgettable experience. Your willingness to
engage with the next generation of agriculture leaders
not only provided a unique perspective on the
workings of the Senate but also highlighted the
importance of agriculture in national policy
discussions.

This occasion was more than just a tour; it was a
bridge built between the pillars of governance and the
young voices of the agriculture sector.

We are deeply grateful for the kindness and
mentorship Senators Black and Robinson extended to
the APAS Young Leaders. This tour will be etched in
our memories as a symbol of encouragement and
support in our agricultural advocacy journey.

You know how most of the RM Councils meet in the second week of each month?
Well, we're shaking things up and planning to connect with them more efficiently. The
goal is to have a lot more face-to-face chats with potential new members.

Here’s what we’re doing:

We're Hitting the Road: Instead of bouncing around all over the place, we're setting
up camp in one regional city in each APAS District for a week every month. This way,
we can pop into several RM Council meetings around the area without all that travel.
It’s all about being smart with our time and getting to meet more people!
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Bringing in the Directors: Our APAS Directors will also jump into the mix. They're
packed with knowledge about their regions and know a lot of folks in their areas.

Pretty straightforward, right? We're just looking to meet with a lot more RMs and
increase members who want to help fight for farm and ranch success.

And guess what? We’re already plotting out our road trips for this year. So contact
Curtis, and get on the schedule!

For more information, reach out to Curtis Hemming directly.
📞 Call: 306-789-5173
📧 Email: Curtis Hemming

APAS in the News

CFA AGM (Feb 27) CTV

Todd Lewis Appointed to Senate (Feb
25) SaskToday

Did You Know APAS is a
Member-Owner of Co-operators?

Wanna know how much you can save and what else is in store? Tap the link below
and prepare to be wowed!

Discover Your Exclusive APAS Benefits!

Co-operators Special Member Pricing - Check it Out!

SUBSCRIBE to Ag Matters
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