
View this email in your browser

Ag Matters
March 13, 2025

For the best user experience please add communications@apas.ca to your address book or safe senders list.

APAS at Work

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://mailchi.mp/apas/ag-matters-newsletter-october-24-17988298?e=[UNIQID]
https://apas.ca/
https://apas.ca/news/ag-summit-2025
http://eepurl.com/iUsF9A
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7e295c2e67cc6da948c0de9ac&id=9d12335e36
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=7e295c2e67cc6da948c0de9ac&id=9d12335e36
javascript:;


Join the Conversation: Saskatchewan Ag Summit 2025

In an environment marked by the uncertainty of U.S. tariffs on Canadian goods, and
the imposition of Chinese tariffs on canola, peas and pork products, Saskatchewan's
agricultural sector got much more uncertain in the last few days. Recognizing the
pressing need for unity and strategic dialogue, eight Saskatchewan farm groups are
coming together to host the landmark Saskatchewan Ag Summit in Saskatoon on
March 27, 2025.

The Summit is more than just an event - it's a rally point for anyone invested in the
future of agriculture in the province.

Why Attend?

Valuable Insights: Hear first-hand from a lineup of speakers from organizations
such as the Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute, University of Calgary,
Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership, Canadian Agri-Retailers. and
more, as they dissect the complexities of agri-food challenges, trade
disruptions, and strategic policy directions.
Actionable Strategies: Equip yourself with approaches to tackle grain
contracts, understand the broader implications of ongoing trade challenges, and
explore new avenues for agricultural advocacy.
Networking Opportunities: Connect with fellow producers, industry leaders,
and policy shapers, fostering relationships that could define the future course of
Saskatchewan’s agricultural landscape.

Your Presence Matters
Whether you're a producer feeling the uncertainty of trade tariffs, an industry expert
navigating the choppy waters of agri-food policies, or a stakeholder looking to make a
difference, your voice is essential. The Saskatchewan Ag Summit offers not just the
platform to be heard, but also the opportunity to contribute to a collective blueprint for
a thriving, resilient agricultural future.

Don’t Miss Out - March 27, 2025, at the Saskatoon Inn, Saskatoon SK. Registration
is FREE.

Ag Summit Registration

Ag Summit Line Up
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Stu Rasmussen, P.Ag., serves as the
Chief Sales Officer for Blair’s Crop
Solutions (2020) Inc., and the Board
Chair for the Canadian Association of
Agri-Retailers (CAAR). Originating
from a family farm 25 miles southwest
of Saskatoon, he is a University of
Saskatchewan alumnus with a
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture,
specializing in Agronomy and Animal
Science. Stu brings over 25 years of
industry experience, much of it in crop
protection with two leading agricultural
chemical manufacturers, and 2025
marks his 14th year in the agricultural
retail sector.

Carlo Dade has recently taken on the role of Director
of International Policy at the University of Calgary's
School of Public Policy, bringing with him a profound
reputation as an authority on trade issues in Western
Canada.

Dade is the founder of the Trade and Investment
Centre at the Canada West Foundation, where he also
held a leadership position. His expertise is often
sought by the media, providing valuable insights as
Canada addresses its contemporary trade dynamics.

Al Mussell leads research operations and is the
founding mind behind Agri-Food Economic Systems,
Inc., where he applies his research expertise in farm
management, agricultural marketing, and policy.

Before establishing Agri-Food Economic Systems,
Mussell dedicated fifteen years to the George Morris
Centre as a Senior Research Associate. His earlier
career includes an economist role with Land O'Lakes,
Inc. in their milk procurement sector, located in
Minnesota.

In May 2015, Chris Dekker began his leadership
tenure as President & CEO of the Saskatchewan
Trade and Export Partnership (STEP). Dekker, a
University of Saskatchewan alum, earned his Honours
Degree in Commerce before venturing into marketing
roles at Maple Leaf Foods in Edmonton. His career
path then led him to several senior roles within the
provincial government.

Don Moors presides over Temple Scott Associates,
where he spearheads the firm's national government
relations practice. With a legal career spanning over
two decades, Moors has earned a reputation as one of
Canada’s top lobbyists, a recognition frequently
accorded by The Hill Times. Throughout his career,
Moors has developed and implemented effective
government relations programs for prominent global
corporations including Salesforce, Mastercard,
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Emirates Airline, and Vanguard, along with various
industry associations.

Marlene Boersch has been a dynamic force within
the Canadian agricultural sector. Her experience
spans two decades, during which she specialized in
the international trading and exporting of Canadian
crops. Her professional journey includes key positions
at Cargill Grain, XCSN Grain Ltd., and Berdex Canada
Ltd., where she not only worked as Executive VP for
eight years but also played a pivotal role in the
company's establishment.

In collaboration with Anthony Temple, a former peer at
Cargill, Marlene co-founded Mercantile Consulting
Venture. As Managing Partner and co-owner, she has
been instrumental in steering the company's growth
and outreach, providing services and representing
Mercantile Consulting Venture in various markets,
including Canada, Australia, Europe, and Asia.

March 6 - Agriculture Canada Tariff
Update

On March 6, APAS joined an industry call by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada learn
of the Federal governement’s actions to bolster Canadian businesses amidst
challenging times.  

The Government of Canada has initiated several financial support measures:

Farm Credit Canada introduces $1 billion in new funding to alleviate financial
constraints within the Canadian agriculture and food sector, ensuring ongoing high-
quality production despite operational shifts.

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, set the interest-free limit of the Advance
Payments Program to $250,000 for the 2025 program year.

The Trade Impact Program, facilitated by Export Development Canada, will allocate
$5 billion over two years to aid exporters in exploring new markets and to mitigate
economic adversities like non-payment, currency volatility, and expansion barriers
caused by tariffs.

The Business Development Bank of Canada will provide $500 million in
competitively priced loans to industries affected by tariffs, including their supply
chains, complemented by advisory services for financial management and market
diversity.

U.S. Tariffs:

As of March 7, Canadian exports compliant with CUSMA regulations are exempt from
International Emergency Economic Powers (IEEPA) tariffs of 25% or 10%.

Additionally, IEEPA tariffs on non-originating Canadian potash have been reduced to
10%, without a specified end date for these concessions. Meanwhile, tariffs on
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Canadian aluminum and steel are slated to apply from March 12, 2025, with further
tariffs under consideration from April 2, 2025.

Canada maintains tariffs on $30 billion worth of U.S. goods, with further retaliatory
measures under consultation until April 2, 2025. Stakeholders are encouraged to
submit their feedback on these potential tariffs directly to Finance Canada here.

Feedback to Finance Canada on Tariffs

APAS President Speaks at SARM Convention

APAS President, Bill Prybylski, told folks at the SARM convention that local RMs need
to team up with APAS. It's about making sure that our farmers and ranchers are set
up to succeed, and it's something we can't afford to gamble with. Working together
means we can really back up our farming communities for the long haul.

APAS proudly stands solely dedicated to the interests of Saskatchewan's farmers - no
mixed agendas, no distractions and free from provincial and federal government
funding – we’re all farming, no fluff.

We're here to ensure that the interests of farm and ranch families are heard, their
needs are met, and their futures are secured.

Bill zeroed in on 3 key issues:
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1. Re-balanced Contracts: Working to ensure contracts are transparent and offer
farmers better protection.

2. Advocacy in Ottawa: Actively advocating for policies that support open
markets, fair pricing, and efficient rail transport for farm goods.

3. Farmland Ownership and Oversight: Addressing the lack of oversight on
foreign ownership and rising cost of land to ensure that Saskatchewan farmland
 remain in the hands of farm families.

Re-balanced Contracts

Farmland Ownership and Oversight

Ottawa Advocacy
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With every farm issue, we strive to keep farmers informed and involved. Remember,
our strength lies in more than just words: We put up our elbows, do the work, and
push for action, advocating for Saskatchewan's ag community.  Let's keep pushing
forward, together -  it’s the work and action that really matter.

Get the Agri HR Toolkit
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This April, we're stepping up our game to build stronger connections more effectively,
especially as the mounting and compounding issues impacting farm and ranch
families continue to grow:

1. Chinese tariffs
2. U.S tariffs
3. Bunge-Viterra merger
4. FCL’s cancellation of the biodiesel and canola crush project
5. Railway delays
6. Grain contract delays
7. Bovine TB risk

Our aim? To have more in-person conversations with potential new members and
unify our efforts to tackle these challenges head-on.

Here’s what we’re doing in April:

We're already sketching out our travel plans for April. Want in? Reach out to Curtis
asap and let's get you booked in. Let’s make this April count and set the stage for a
year of meaningful connections and powerful collaboration in fighting for our farm and
ranch families.

For more information, reach out to Curtis Hemming directly.
📞 Call: 306-789-5173
📧 Email: Curtis Hemming

APAS in the News

China Tariffs (March 11) Canadian
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Press

China Tariffs (March 9) Yahoo News

Trade and Tariffs (March 9) Cross
Country Check Up

Did You Know APAS is a
Member-Owner of Co-operators?

Wanna know how much you can save and what else is in store? Tap the link below
and prepare to be wowed!

Discover Your Exclusive APAS Benefits!

Co-operators Special Member Pricing - Check it Out!

SUBSCRIBE to Ag Matters
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