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Saskatchewan Ag Summit

Over 225 people attended the Summit!

The Summit focused on addressing critical aspects of trade, economic resilience, and
strategic foresight in agriculture. Key discussions centered on:

1. International Trade Complexities: Exploration of export data transparency,
modernization of grain contracts, and navigating tariff risks, highlighting the
importance of trade to Canada's agricultural economy.

2. Advocacy and Risk Management: Emphasis on improving advocacy for
agriculture and managing risks associated with geopolitical changes and trade
disruptions.

3. Strategic Planning: Strategies for capitalizing on Saskatchewan's competitive
advantages in uncertain global markets, aiming to secure long-term growth and
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stability.

The summit served as a platform for farmers, industry leaders and experts to share
insights and perspectives, ensuring the sector is well-equipped to face current
challenges.

Many thanks to the Summit sponsors - SaskBarley, SaskOilseeds, SaskCattle,
SaskEggs, SaskWheat, SaskPork, and SaskPulse!

More below 👇

Ag Summit Key Takeaways

Marlene Boersch - Merchantile Consulting
Ventures - Summary - Enhancing Market
Transparency:

1. Limited market data access for Canadian
farmers may impact profitability; increased
transparency could improve competitiveness and
decision-making.

2. Market transparency aids in fair resource
allocation, with the government pivotal in
providing data to correct market asymmetries.

3. Access to export sales data can lead to better
marketing tactics, potentially boosting farm
revenues province-wide.

4. Strategically timing grain sales with market data
can capitalize on seasonal basis patterns,
enhancing farmer profitability.

5. Improved market data provision justifies
government and industry investment, with
sizable economic benefits for the agricultural
sector.

Al Mussell - Agri-Food Economic Systems
Summary: Grain Contracts and Tariffs

Examined grain contracts and the effects of
tariffs in Saskatchewan.
Ongoing study by APAS and SK Crops aims to
create a  modernized grain contract, results due
in spring.
Contracts could improve in transparency and
equity.
Tariffs impact - who absorbs costs and legal
contract interpretations.
US tariff motives include protectionism and
economic repositioning.
Tariff escalations affect agri-food trade.
Tariffs are paid by importers but can shift
between parties depending on market power.
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International trade legalities are complex with
potential for reduced order.
Canada must adapt with customer alliances,
market diversification, and policy development.

Don Moors -  Temple Scott - Summary: Political
Landscape:

2025 brings drastic political shifts; Trudeau's
popularity dips while his resignation boosts
Liberal prospects. Trump's impact realigns the
election focus toward Canada-US relations,
evaporating Conservative leads.

Candidates’ Stances:

Mark Carney: Axes carbon and capital gains
taxes, aims for a unified economy and pragmatic
spending cuts, promises to remove inter-
provincial trade barriers, positions against
Poilievre with crisis management expertise.

Pierre Poilievre: Opposes carbon tax,
advocates for deregulation and spending cuts,
and presents himself as a change agent versus
the status quo.

Election Dynamics:

Election set for April 28. Anticipated actions
include addressing US tariffs and pertinent
government appointments post-election.

Political Engagement:

Focus on carbon tax, tariffs, and agricultural risk
management. Advocates for balanced political
engagement across parties.

Effective Lobbying Principles:

Essential principles include working with any
government, aligning advocacy with government
priorities, persistence, and forming strategic
alliances for effective lobbying.

Key Takeaway:

Adaptation to significant political shifts, with a
focus on navigating Canada-US relations and
employing effective strategies to influence
agricultural policy.
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Stu Rassmussen - Canadian Association of Agri-
Retailers - Summary

1. Engagement:
Keeps members informed via newsletters,
publications, and social media.
Offers a united voice through collective
membership.

2. Economic Issues:
Addresses the impact of tariffs on input
costs and supply chain uncertainty.

3. Actions and Conclusion:
Suggests strategic approaches for
resilience amid trade challenges.
Highlights the importance of advocacy and
collaboration for future success.

Chris Dekker - Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership - Key Points

Identified categories of risk: Business (Capital,
Financial, Marketing, Production, Labour,
Competition) and Export (Logistics, Regulation,
Tariffs, Currency, Receivables, Culture).
STEP offers risk reduction strategies: Market
Intelligence, Export Education, and Trade
Development.
Mentioned potential tariff actions against Canada
and proposes responses at macro and business
levels, including legal and lobbying efforts.
Highlighted export changes YTD, showing
significant variations and increases in exports to
China.
Emphasized the need for coordination among
various trade and industry organizations.
Discussed diversification strategies and the
significant role of 23 US Missions planned this
year.
Concluded with the potential of the agricultural
sector and importance of strategic planning in
key business areas.

Tyler McCann - Canadian Agri-Food Policy
Institute - Key Takeaways

Focused on trade, geopolitics, and growth in
agriculture, noting US farmers' resilience to trade
conflicts.
US aims to reform the global trading system,
with a shift in international trade dynamics
possible.
The 2024 Agri-Food Risk Report indicates
increased risk perception in Canadian
agriculture, necessitating stronger leadership
and policy changes.
Canadian agriculture faces decreasing land use,
export growth, and R&D investment, with trade
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barriers as a primary concern.
Recommended actions include policy
development for trade, climate change,
innovation, taxation, and regulation.
The presentation suggests leveraging crises for
strategic reforms and calls for a new, adaptable
agricultural policy framework.
Emphasizes the urgency for leadership,
collaboration, and strategic responses to sector
challenges.

Dr. Steven Webb - Global Institute for Food
Security - Key Highlights

Technology and Strategic Partnerships

Use cutting-edge technologies to create
impactful market opportunities and partnerships.

Environmental Stewardship through Innovation

Showcase low GHG emissions and effective
carbon sequestration in Canadian agriculture.

Innovations for Sustainable Agriculture

Promote zero-till farming and genetic
technologies for sustainability.

Challenges in Canada’s Agri-Food Sector

Highlighted declining productivity and global
trade rankings as opportunities for growth.

Collaboration and Science-Based Policies

Stressed collaboration and science-based
policies to drive innovation.

The Connector for Food Security

Highlighted GIFS’s role in enhancing food
security and productive growth in agriculture.

APAS Meets with Federal Ag Minister - Kody Blois
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On March 21 - Highlights of APAS Meeting with
Federal Ag Minister Kody Blois:

Regulatory Reduction Actions: Discussed
streamlining efforts at PMRA and CFIA.
Trade and Tariffs: Addressed the impacts and
explored responses.
Farm Cash Flow Concerns: Recommended
increasing the Advance Payments Program's
interest-free portion to $350,000 and exploring
AgriInvest to suppor farmers.
Interswitching Regulations: Extension and
expansion to improve logistics and competition
for shippers.
Acknowledgment: APAS thanked Minister Blois
for his decisive actions within his first 10 days.

The meeting focused on collaborative strategies to
support Saskatchewan's agricultural sector amidst
regulatory and financial challenges.

Federal Election 2025

APAS's vision is clear - to ignite transformative growth within Canada's agricultural
sector, ensuring it remains a cornerstone of the economy amid evolving trade
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luncertainties. The approach represents a bold step forward, promising enhanced
competitiveness, sustainability, and growth for Canadian agriculture and the
Canadian economy.

READ - APAS FEDERAL
ELECTION PRIORITIES

Grain Growers of Canada - Election 2025

GGC Launches "Vote for Grain" Campaign to Amplify Farmers' Voices in
Federal Election

As Canada gears up for the upcoming federal election, the Grain Growers of Canada
(GGC) has rolled out the "Vote for Grain"campaign. This initiative seeks to empower
grain farmers by providing them a platform to influence election outcomes and policy
decisions that directly affect their industry.

To further aid in the advocacy effort, GGC will release a questionnaire to political
parties to ascertain their positions on key agricultural issues. Updates will be provided
based on the responses, assisting farmers in making informed decisions.

GGC is encouraging all grain farmers to visit www.VoteforGrain.ca to participate in
the campaign and help ensure that their voice and concerns remain front and center
this election season.

VOTE FOR GRAIN CAMPAIGN

Canadian Federation of Agriculture - Election 2025

Canadian Federation of Agriculture Released its “Platform Priority Recommendations"
document focused on enhancing Canadian agriculture through three main pillars:
competitiveness, trade, and resiliency.

Key proposals include:

1. Tax reforms
2. Regulatory adjustments for better competitiveness,
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3. Promoting fair trade practices,
4. Improving disaster risk management.

Immediate actions within the first 100 days of a new government are emphasized,
alongside specific measures like increasing resources for regulatory agencies,
facilitating trade infrastructure, addressing labor shortages, and encouraging sector-
wide sustainability and resilience.

CFA ELECTION PRIORITIES

Get the Agri HR Toolkit
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This April, we're stepping up our game to build stronger connections more effectively,
especially as the mounting and compounding issues impacting farm and ranch
families continue to grow:

1. Federal Election
2. Chinese tariffs
3. U.S tariffs
4. Bunge-Viterra merger
5. FCL’s cancellation of the biodiesel and canola crush project
6. Railway delays
7. Grain contract delays
8. Bovine TB risk

Our aim? To have more in-person conversations with potential new members and
unify our efforts to tackle these challenges head-on.

Here’s what we’re doing in April:

We're already sketching out our travel plans for April. Want in? Reach out to Curtis
asap and let's get you booked in. Let’s make this April count and set the stage for a
year of meaningful connections and powerful collaboration in fighting for our farm and
ranch families.

For more information, reach out to Curtis Hemming directly.
📞 Call: 306-789-5173
📧 Email: Curtis Hemming
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APAS in the News

Ag Summit (March 28) CTV

Federal Election (March 28) Swift
Current Online News

Agri-Stability Changes (March 25)
CTV

Federal Gov’t Response to Tariffs
(March 24) Global News

Agri-Stability Changes (March 24)
SaskToday

Provincial Budget (March 20)
Canadian Press

Did You Know APAS is a
Member-Owner of Co-operators?

Wanna know how much you can save and what else is in store? Tap the link below
and prepare to be wowed!

Discover Your Exclusive APAS Benefits!

Co-operators Special Member Pricing - Check it Out!
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